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than f $LOSQ who have been appointed. I know he is a worthy young man, a good officer, but do you think you can aid him, or inform me how I can assist him, in getting his name before the President and other officials for such places?
He told me to follow your advice, as he had great confidence in your judgment and friendship, and such information and advice as you may think best, will be thankfully received by me.
I can't close this letter without tendering you my hearty congratulations for the worthy position you have earned for yourself, and the regrets I feel that such labor and service you have rendered the country is so lightly estimated just now by the "powers that be."
You will remember that nearly 3 years ago I wrote you how thankful I was that a leading Massachusetts Democrat had taken such earnest work in hand as you had done at Fortress Monroe, and from that day to this I have watched your every political and military act with great satisfaction, and I cannot now but feel that the Government and country have met with a loss by the recent order requiring you to report at Lowell. With great respect I am, dear Sir,
Your obdt. Servt., E. L. BABNEY
From General Butler to E. L. Barney
Feb. 28/*65
MY DEAR BARNEY: I am sorry to say that I think Col, Wardrop has but little chance of a position in the regular army such as his friends would advise hirn to take. He ought to be a Brigadier, and if his representatives would push his claim as fully as might be done with the vouchers of service that Col. Wardrop could show, I think something might be done for that position. I will aid him in any way I can, but I have not the ear of the "powers that be."
I am most grateful to you for the kind expression of your confidence and regard in the matter of my efforts to serve the country. I have tried to do my duty, and must abide the event.
Most truly yours, B. F. B.
From Thomas I. Durant
NEW OBLEANS, 20th February, 1865
May. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS
DEAR SIR: I had the honor of addressing you a business letter on the 3rd ult., and a private one on the 4th inst.